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plaint is made of discourtesy or remissness at Wash- 
ington. But the delay, said to be on account of the new 
treaty negotiations, is very trying to the missionaries and 
to all concerned. 



EMPEROR WILLIAM IN ENGLAND. 
Speaking of the magnificent reception given to the 
German Emperor the Philadelphia Bulletin well says : 

" When the best epoch shall have fairly dawned, the 
leading governments of the civilized world will not 
welcome their guests with a display of destructive forces. 
If a flotilla be sent to greet an arriving sovereign, it will 
be representative of commerce, not of war. It will be 
made up of great passenger steamers, merchant vessels 
that carry to and fro the commerce of the world, and all 
the classes of ships and boats that work to make nations 
richer, not to make them poorer. If there must be a 
noisy salute, it will be made with something less murder- 
ous than thundering cannon. The principal actors in the 
pageant will be dressed in clothing suggestive of peace, 
not arms, and the whole display will be suggestive to the 
reflecting mind of the prosperity and happiness that comes 
from peace not of the misery that inevitably attends 
war." 

Why will' men pile up agony? Why constantly and 
uproariously call to mind scenes of heart-breaking cru- 
elty? We never hear a salute but the guns of Gettys- 
burg, the wounded ; the dead ; the devastation ; the hot, 
black night after the battle ; the gangrene ; the mutilated 
corpses huddled by winrows into trenches ; — all these rise 
like a miasmic vision as the cannon roar. 



WARLIKE FITS. 



When a nation suffers from a warlike fit it is not easily 
appeased until it has tasted blood. — London Christian 
Globe. 

That is true and it is also true that training to conquer 
by killing brings on the "fit." The constant stimulus 
of any passion or appetite makes it morbidly intense. 
Drunkenness and lust are enormously increased by soli- 
citation and gratification. Just so with revenge. Many 
a man " feeds fat his ancient grudge." Nations and 
races do the same. Hence the need of abstinence from 
the stimulus, the food. Indulgence is the sure road to sub- 
jection to any vile passion. Wars create wars. Nothing 
but exhaustion will stop a fight. Hence we protest against 
military excitements, boys' brigades, girls' drills in tactics. 
Hence our dread of armaments of which governments and 
nations are proud and of which they can boast as able to 
conquer all opponents. Give a bloodhound a taste of 
blood and he will kill a man to get more. The blood- 
hound instinct is in man. It is mercifully inoperative in 
most civilized men. It is comparatively weak. It is 
hidden away and covered over with desires less animal. 
The moral and spiritual nature often cloaks the hideous 
animalism. But pet and pat the brute in man ; feed 



and fatten the lowest instinct and it will grow and grasp 
at dominion. It will swell and swagger. It will claim to 
be virtuous and perhaps subdue virtue as its slave. It 
will rebel against goodness and run riot in the soul like a 
mob in a city. Indeed a murdering mob, such as killed 
the negroes in New York in 1863, is only the union and 
embodiment of many men's passions. Such also is an 
army during a fight. It is worse than a pitiless, soulless 
machine. It is a depraved, demonized person, madly 
excited by the taste of blood and lust of conquest. 
"Avoid it, pass not near it. Turn from it and pass 
away." Only thus can the " body be brought under." 
1 Cor. ix. 27. Only thus can bloodthirstiness be mas- 
tered and transmuted. Treat a nation as you would treat 



THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY PEACE CON- 
FERENCE AT ROME. 

Mr. Philip Stanhope, M. P., has received a letter from 
Signer Bonghi, the President of the executive committee 
to which have been entrusted the arrangements in con- 
nection with the forthcoming Inter-Parliamentary Peace 
Conference. The present idea is that the gathering shall 
take place in Rome, November 3-8. Signor Bonghi 
states that the general committee, now in process of 
reconstitution, has been joined by about half the Mem- 
bers of the Italian Chamber, and that this number is 
expected to be considerably increased. Signor Villari, 
who was one of the Italian delegates in London last year, 
will not be able to act on the executive committee 
because he is now a member of the Cabinet. The 
executive committee, which consists of Signor Bonghi 
and fourteen other Italian Senators and members, are at 
present engaged in drafting resolutions to be submitted 
to the Conference. In view of the growing importance 
of the question, a motion will probably be brought 
forward making the general committee a permanent body. 
Signor Bonghi is also the President of the Committee 
for organizing the Peace Congress at Rome, which will 
be held just after the Conference. — Herald of Peace. 



INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONGRESS. 

The preliminary conference of the International Peace 
Congress was opened in Milan May 30. A large num- 
ber of delegates from Italian municipal counties were 
present. Deputies MafH and Pandolfipareto were chosen 
as president and vice-president respectively. An invita- 
tion from the American Peace Society to hold an inter- 
national congress in Chicago during the Exposition in 
that city was accepted. 



J. B. Wood gives an amusing account in the Arbitrator 
of an Italian young lady whom he met in Rome, and who 
was so sea-sick from New York to Naples as to feel, on 
landing, "All alone in the world ;" the three weeks of 
ocean nausea having " bereft her of herself." She could 
understand English, and was restored to the sense of 
human fellowship by the cry of an American woman 
attempting to climb into the high Italian cars : " 0, do 
give me a boost ! " 



